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WHAT IS NISHIKIGOI?
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mental fish. The
akoshi District of
ith light red spots
were born through

Nishikigoi, known as the symbolic fish of Japan, were created exclusively in' Japan as an‘o
origin of breeding and raising Nishikigoi dates back to approximately 200 years'age. In the.Y:
Niigata Prefecture, the people customarily raised edible magoi, black carp. Oneftlay, a car,
was found among the magoi. Since then, nearly 100 different varieties of beautiful Nishiki
the breeders’ continued efforts in the research and development of breeding,teéhniques.

Yamakoshi’s Nishikigoi became popular throughout Japan after being on d
held in 1914. Currently, Yamakoshi's Nishikigoi are exported to ‘@;w«
which can grow quite large, are praised as “the world largest garden fish
continued to attract many admirers is that some;Species have a.s
Japanese aesthetic sense of simplicity and tranquility kn: as
objects of art” are highly valued around the world

lay at the Tokyo Taisho Exposition
of the world. The colorful carp,
8'0f the reasons Nishikigoi have
ftractiveness with the traditional
abi” in Japanese. These “swimming
Japanese culture.
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THE BOUNTY OF HEAVY
SNOWFALL PROVIDES
ABUNDANT WATER SOURCES

MAGOI WERE ORIGINALLY
A WINTER FOOD SOURCE

UNIQUE WATER SUPPLY AND
WATER CONTROL SYSTEMS
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ECOSYSTEM CENTERED AROUND NISHIKIGOI
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COMMUNITY

INDUSTRY

BREEDER'S CONTINUED
STRENUOUS EFFORTS HELPED
NISHIKIGOI BECOME

A GLOBAL BUSINESS

LANDSCAPE

UNIQUE MANAGEMENT
PRODUCES

THE BEAUTIFUL TERRACED
PADDIES AND PONDS

EXTERNAL NISHIKIGOI
NETWORKS PREVENTED
A CRISIS
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THE BOUNTY OF HEAVY
SNOWFALL PROVIDES

ABUNDANT WATER SOURCES
®
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The Yamakoshi District, the birthplace of Nishikigoi, is situated in a steep yet fragile mountainous area,

which is believed to have been formed by an ancient seabed covered with sedimentary mud and sand slowly

rising up over a span of five million years. This area is called the “20 Village Community,” where the locals
have established a unique cultural zone with similar shared cultural aspects.

A In winter, Yamakoshi has heavy snowfall, which usually accumulates and reaches heights of over four

meters. During the spring thaw, landslides often occur in Yamakoshi. Even though this particular natural

environment has caused tremendous damage to the people who have continued to live in this community,
the melt water in the spring and summer is a precious water source indispensable for their daily life. This

melt water is the key element for the Nishikigoi industry in Yamakoshi. ‘
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Yamakoshi has a special water supply system that utilizes melt water, rain water, spring '
water, and ground water from horizontal wells. These wells run horizontally into the
mountains to draw out ground water. They are perfect for this mountainous topography and
natural environment blessed with strata that easily absorb the abundant melt water.
Furthermore, there are social networks called “Maki,” which play an important role in
controlling the local water supply. “Maki"” are groups of related families. The
maintaining of the members’ livelihood and the management of natural resources in
this area are all based on these “Maki“ groups.
These water supply and control systems have enabled the people to build
) terraced pands, which are flexibly used as ponds for carp breeding in
usual times and as reservoirs for rice faming in the dry season.
These systems have helped to bring about Yamakoshi’s
unique agricultural methods including the
breeding and raising of
Nishikigoi.
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Various efforts in improving cross-breeding and raising Nishikigoi have been made since the prototypes of Nishikigoi first appeared in
the Edo period. Cross-breeding technology tremendously improved in 1916 with the shift from pure-strain cross-breeding to hybrid
cross-breeding, which produced an extensive array of new species, establishing the foundation of the present-day Nishikigoi culture.

Through these continued efforts of the people from generation to generation, the method of rice farming and Nishikigoi raising in
Yamakoshi's terraced paddies and ponds have developed extensively into an effective business operation in the mountainous area,
which is normally considered unsuitable for agriculture. Industrialized Nishikigoi farming is making relatively favorable progress in
terms of nurturing successors who are willing to make positive commitments in taking over the Nishikigoi farming business. Since
Yamakoshi's Nishikigoi farmers expanded their business globally early on, a great number of overseas dealers and admirers from all
over the world gather annually in Yamakoshi during the season of collecting (harvesting) Nishikigoi from outdoor ponds, which begins
in October. In the future, an increasing number of overseas tourists are expected to visit Yamakoshi for their pilgrimage to the mecca of
Nishikigai.
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UNIQUE MANAGEMENT PRODUCES
THE BEAUTIFUL TERRACED PADDIES AND PONDS
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In Yamkoshi, many terraced paddies were converted to terraced ponds for raising Nishikigoi. This mountainous region with its terraced

paddies and ponds is a nostalgic landscape unlike any other in Japan. In the early snows, the ponds are snowless spots dotting the

white canvas of the land. During the months of deep snow, the edges of the tall ridges of snow surrounding the ponds
accentuate the snowy landscape, which amazes all who come to see this panoramic view.

Regular maintenance including the cutting back of vegetation around the paddies and ponds is

necessary to insure that the slopes get plenty of sunshine. These kinds of efforts are
a unique feature of Yamakoshi that helps to maintain biodiversity and
. . the various functions of the biosphere, as well as to protect
.. endangered species. The preservation of rare
species and human activity in the
area are coincidentally
- ® * 8 9

intertwined.
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On October 23, 2004, the Great Chuetsu Earthquake hit the Chuetsu Region of Niigata Prefecture. Most of the
main roads in the Yamakoshi District fractured and collapsed as well as many of the terraced paddies and
ponds. All the residents were forced to evacuate, leaving behind their rice plants, cattle, and Nishikigoi, into
which they had poured their hearts and souls. However, the people in the community completed the
reconstruction of their terraced paddies and ponds in three years by making the best use of their knowledge
of water management and the mutual collaboration-cooperation system of the “Maki” network. Thus, life in
Yamakoshi began again.

Furthermore, Nishikigoi breeders from many parts of Japan visited the earthquake-stricken Yamakoshi
immediately after the disaster and provided support by rescuing and loaning out parent fish. Nishikigoi
admirers around the world also extended helping hands to the devastated community by presenting
donations. Restoration efforts in Yamakoshi were possible through not only internal bonds between the locals
but also external bonds based on the network of supportive people from many other places.
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